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Ethiopia 


Second Session of Peace Talks Ends in Rome 


AB1912133289 Paris AFP in English 1313 GMT 
19 Dec 89 


[Text] Rome, Dec 19 (AFP)}—The Ethiopian Government 
and the rebel Tigray People’s Liberation Front [TPLF] 
ended their second round of preliminary peace contacts 
Tuesday by agreeing on six governments to act as mediators 
and observers at substantive peace negotiations. 


The Italian Foreign Ministry said Italy and Kenya were 
to be the mediators, and Nigeria, Sudan, Sweden, and 
Uganda the observers. 


A third session of preparatory talks is scheduled here for 
March 20 and is expected to set a precise date for starting 
a full-scale peace parley. 


The marxist TPLF, founded in 1975, is fighting the 
central government for greater autonomy. 


Italy’s observer at the preliminary talks, Ambassador 
Oliviero Rossi, meanwhile urged both sides to take 
measures, even 'nilaterally, to ensure the rapid supply of 
humanitarian aid to civilians in Tigray suffering from 
drought and the fighting. 


TPLF ‘Arrogance’ Cited 
EA2012211189 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] The Ethiopian Government delegation has stated 
that the second round of talks in Rome with the so-called 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front [TPLF], aimed at 
peacefully solving the problem in the northern part of 
our country on the basis of the repeated peace calls and 
the peace initiative issued by the National Shengo, has 
not been finalized even now. 


In the talks, which were attended by an Italian Govern- 
ment representative and which were held from 12 
December to 18 December, the issues of chairman and 
observers were concluded through the great patience of 
the Ethiopian Government delegation. But due to the 
arrogance of the so-called TPLF representatives, it was 
not possible to conclude the talks on procedural matters. 


According to the delegation, led by Comrade Ashagre 
Yigletu, member of the Worker’s Party of Ethiopia 
Central Committee and deputy prime minister, despite 
the unnecessary rescheduling of the procedural talks to 
the current second round of talks, when they could have 
been finalized in the Rome talks in November, even now 
the procedural! matters could not be concluded due to the 
unacceptable dialogue from the opposition group. It was 
learned that they have been postponed till the third 
round of talks due in March. 


The Ethiopian delegation has noted that the Weyane 
[TPLF] group’s attempt to hamper the peace talks, when 
the grounds had been prepared for talks and even though 
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they had been calling to be invited for peace talks before 
anyone else, clearly indicates its identity. 


The Ethiopian delegation has said that with this group’s 
nature and prime mission being the secession of Eritrea 
and, if possible, the widening of its narrow wishes with 
the secession of Tigray or, in its words, its liberation, 
which has been clearly enshrined in the group’s mani- 
festo as its program and which has been confirmed 
openly in several forums, and with its hatred for Ethi- 
opia, trying to deface her history by degrading her flag 
and intensifying the war to disintegrate her unity while at 
the same time claiming to care for the Ethiopian people, 
the group is hampering the talks and this has greatly 
angered the delegation. 


The Ethiopian delegation added that the arrogant group, 
the so-called TPLF, which has committed great atrocities 
against the Ethiopian people and which is still intensi- 
fying the war to disintegrate the country, cannot confuse 
the people by changing its image and cannot gain any 
acceptance. 


The delegation went on to say that the government, with 
the support and participation of the entire Evhiopian 
people, will continue to pursue its already initiated 
efforts for peace in Ethiopia and for the alleviation of 
man-made and natural problems in the Tigray area. 


EPRDF Rebels Claim Battle Victory 


EA2012201089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary 
Democratic Front’s [EPRDF] popuiar forces, at a time 
when the warmonger Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] 
has finalized its preparation for invasion and all reac- 
tionary forces are ready to fight the EPRDF, have 
attacked the WPE forces and have taken control of Gishe 
Rabel. The heroic EPRDF forces attacked the enemy’s 
153d Infantry Brigade which had encamped in the town 
of Rabel and completely destroyed this unit. Gishe Rabel 
is a strategic place in Menz and Gishe Province of 
northern Shewa. 


The 153d Infantry Brigade of the WPE is a fascist force, 
that has been kept in Gishe Rabel to stop the EPRDF’s 
move into northern Shewa. The fall of Gishe Rabel 
under the hero.’ popular forces of the EPRDF, is the 
first victory of the EPRDF torch [operation] in Menz 
and Gishe Province. The victory has also given voice to 
the liberation of the people of Menz and Gishe Province 
from the oppression and atrocities of the Dergue. 


This victory manifests the realization of the Menz and 
Gishe people’s hope and desire for the arrival of the 
EPRDF, which they believe will free them from the 
Dergue’s oppression and atrocities. 
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Government Supports U.S. Actions in Panama 


MB2112050584 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2210 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 20 SAPA—The South African Gov- 
ernment said on Wednesday night it understood the 
reasons for the action taken in Panama by the United 
States Government. 


“It is necessary that the decent and civilised standards of 
govérnment administration should be maintained, and 
for conditions conducive to the restoration of democracy 
be established in Panama,” said a statement issued by 
the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Government ‘Profoundly’ Regrets Events in Romania 


MB2112053289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2212 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 20 SAPA—The South African Gov- 
ernment said on Wednesday night [20 December] it 
“profoundly” regretted the loss of life in Romania over 
the past two days. 


The events in Romania occurred at a time when “the 
entire world is putting aside ideological differences and a 
new emphasis is being placed on the rights of freedom of 
speech and lawful peaceful protests”, a statement issued 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs said. 


“The example being set by Romania’s neighbours in 
Eastern Europe is unfortunately being ignored by 
Romania. 


“The Romanian Government should invite opposition 
groups within its community to enter into dialogue with 
it and violence should be replaced by discussions,” the 
statement suggested. 


De Klerk, Buthelezi Meet To Discuss Violence 


MB2012162289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1534 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Durban Dec 20 SAPA—State President F.W. de 
Klerk and KwaZulu Chief Minister Dr M. Buthelezi met 
again on Wednesday at Bothahuis on the Natal south 
coast, in a follow-up to a meeting in Pretoria on 
November 30. 


In a statement the State President’s Office said a variety 
of matters of mutual concern were discussed, which 
included administrative aspects as well as the current 
violence in KwaZulu and Natal. 


The main point of discussion was, however, ways and 
means to enhance the process of negotiation and how to 
address the obstacles impeding negotiations. 


The meeting was also attended by Ministers G. Viljoen, 
Stoffel van der Merwe, Hernus Kriel, George Bartlett, 
and deputy ministers Roelf Meyer, Dr J. Roux, Dr O.P. 
Dhlomo (minister of education and culture), Dr F.J. 
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Mdlalose (minister of health) Mr E.S.C. Sithebe (minis- 
ter of Interior), Inkosi N.J. Ngubane (deputy minister of 
health), Mr S.J. Mhlungu (chief whip) and Mr S.E. 
Armstrong (Secretary department of the chief minister). 


Further discussions are envisaged for the new year. 


Police Demolish Phola Park Squatter Camp Shacks 


MB2112080389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0802 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 21 SAPA—Policemen wielding 
hammers swooped on the Phola Park squatter camp in 
Thokoza on Thursday [21 December] and began demol- 
ishing shacks, a community worker said. 


He said about 32 policemen were wrecking shacks alleg- 
edly occupied by illegal dwellers. About 35,000 people 
live in the camp, east of Johannesburg. 


Policeman Dies in Clash With Transkei Youths 


MB2112082089 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] A policeman has died 1n a clash with youths in a 
small Transkei town. Louise Flanagan reports: 


[Flanagan] This morning’s DAILY DISPATCH reports 
that police clashed with youths in Lusikisiki. Police say 
the youths had disiributed pamphlets demanding the 
reinstatement of fired workers, and threatened to burn 
down shops if they opened. When police arrived, the 
youths disarmed some of them and shot at them. Police 
fired back and the youths fled shooting dead a policeman 
as they drove away. Some have since been arrested. 


A policeman spokesman says trouble started 3 weeks 
ago. The group had commandeered vehicles and threat- 
ened people with assault and death. The spokesman 
described the youths as criminals who are taking advan- 
tage of political concessions and using popular struggles 
for their own ends. 


20 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2012121689 


[Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Criticism of RSA ‘Buying Influence’ in Comores— 
“Apologists maintain South Africa has strategic reasons 
for being involved in the Comores,” states the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
19 December. South African Airways has landing rights, 
exports and imports have been channelled through the 
Comores, and the South African Government “has an 
important listening post there.” But, “it’s not what South 
Africa does in this strategic region, but how it does it that 
matters. And paying mercenaries of the Presidential 
Guard smacks of buying influence, if not buying the 
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government.” THE CITIZEN also believes this issue will 
be “used against” South Africa “in further examples of 
influence buying and dirty tricks.” 


THE STAR 


Sisulu Stress on Education Welcomed—*There was wel- 
come realism in the message of former ANC [African 
National Congress] secretary-general Mr Walter Sisulu 
to the National Education Co-ordinating Committee 
(NECC) last weekend: blacks cannot leave the education 
of their children until apartheid has ended,” remarks 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 20 December in 
a page 20 editorial. ““His message appears self-evident 
but it has not always prevailed.” “The slogan to drive the 


s 99 


people on should be: ‘Education brings liberation’. 


BUSINESS DAY 


New Black Leadership Note Need for Education—Biack 
leadership in the early eighties “emptied the schools and 
sent children to throw stones at Casspirs—and often 
die—for the slogan ‘liberation before education’,” points 
out Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 
December in a page 4 editorial. That leadership was 
“appalling, facile and immensely damaging to its own 
people; a new leadership is trying to prevent a recurrence 
of the boycotts and the burnings, but it cannot undo the 
harm done to the children of the 1980's. That new leader- 
ship includes Walter Sisulu, who appreciates the necessity 
of education for the South Africa of tomorrow.” 


TRANSVALER 


Mugabe Subcontinent ‘Destabilizer’-—Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 18 December says 
“President F.W. de Klerk’s recent visit to Mozambique 
will lead to a strengthening of ties between the two 
countries—something which South Africa strives for 
with its neighbors.”’ But this is in “shrill contrast with the 
path President Robert Mugabe’s Zimbabwe is taking,” 
which will “worsen the already tense relations between 
South Africa and that country. This in spite of the fact 
that Zimbabwe has to ask, very insensitively, for South 
Africa’s help when it is in difficulties, or has to allow its 
citizens across South Africa’s northern border to buy 
goods which the Marxist utopia cannot supply.” “*Presi- 
dent Mugabe frequently accuses South Africa of desta- 
bilizing the subcontinent, but his present actions make 
him the destabilizer—and one can only hope that Pres- 
ident Joaquim Chissano, during his visit to Harare this 
weekend, will try to persuade him to see new lig™t.”’ 


DIE BURGER 


UN ‘Interference’ in RSA Affairs—“With good reason, 
there are many doubts about the biased proposal the UN 
General Assembly made at its session in New york on the 
constitutional future of South Africa,” observes a page 
12 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 
18 December. “Through this biased decision this world 
body wants to prescribe future legislation to South 
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Africa. It amounts to unacceptable interference in the 
domestic affairs of a member country.” 


HE NATAL WITNESS 


De Klerk ‘Blunder’ on Hit Squad Inquiry— 
Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 
11 December claims in a page | 2 editorial there are three 
active hit squads in the country: “One operating from 
within the ranks of the police; one involving renegade 
members of the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement]; 
and a third shadowy group set up by parties as yet 
unknown, but possibly linked with the military intelli- 
gence branch of the SADF [South African Defense 
Force].” Therefore, F.W. de Klerk’s decision not to 
appoint a judicial commission of inquiry is “surely a 
blunder.” “The fact that hit squads have taken so long to 
come to the surface, and would probably still have been 
safely under wraps had not a prisoner on death row 
chosen to ‘sing’, is suggestive of complicity and cover-up 
at a very high level in government.” 


THE NAMIBIAN 


Call for Police Action Against Right-Wing Crime— 
Editor Gwen Lister writes in her “Political Perspective” 
column on page 6 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in 
English on 15 December that she hopes the South 
African Government and police “try and vindicate 
themseives in the eyes of the people.” Lister refers to the 
assassination of activist Anton Lubowski and the Outjo- 
UN Transition Assistance Group attack, saying she 
trusts they are not hoping these cases “will merely die a 
natural death, or that the people will forget. They will 
not. The tendency to protect members of the police and 
army for contraventions against the people of this 
country, has been evident in the past.” ““Let’s have some 
action from the police in regard to the crimes perpe- 
trated in particular, by white right-wing elements. Then 
they may find they don’t have to spend millions to 
improve their image; it'll happen by itself.” 


Call To Release Namibians in Walvis Bay Prison—THE 
NAMIBIAN editorial on page 7 “joins the call for the 
release of five Namibians who are being held in jail in 
Walvis Bay following convictions on charges of public 
violence.” It points out “the plight of Namibians in 
Walvis Bay cannot simply be ignored because South 
Africa reaffirms its claim to that enclave. The protection 
of human rights of Namibians in that area, must also be 
gus ranteed ” 


THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 


Minority Veto Needed for Democracy—The page 3 edi- 
torial in Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 
in English on 15 December declares that “simple majori- 
tarianism is incapable of bringing democracy to divided 
societies. The logic of this conclusion is that a demo- 
cratic political system in Namibia must of necessity 
involve a minority veto in the legislative process, 
whereby law can be passed in parliament only if a 
substantial majority of the members agree to them or, 
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put differently, a minority of between 10 and 15 percent 
can prevent the legislation from being passed.” The 
minority veto will “force negotiation and consensus 
between parties,” and it is “unity and reconciliation we 
are all after.” 


TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Editorial on SWAPO Call for Compulsory Military Ser- 
vice—‘“‘Despite a new and welcome realism, some mem- 
bers of SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] appear to have trouble in adapting to a new world,” 
claims a page 2 editorial in Windhoek TIMES OF 
NAMIBIA in English on 18 December. “SWAPO official 
Bonny Haufiko told pressmen that an independent 
Namibia would have compulsory military service, for 
every citizen between the ages of 17 and 45. The military 
was needed in order to ‘protect Namibia’s territorial 
integrity’. Who would violate Namibia’s territorial integ- 
rity? South Africa is the only likely candidate. But 
anyone knowing the history of South African regional 
destabilisation would tell Mr Haufiko that the style of 
sub-continental destabilisation cannot be stemmed by a 
nation-under-arms.” TIMES OF NAMIBIA believes 
Namibia “can only influence events in the sub-continent 
by setting the political and economic example.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Kenyan Soldiers ‘Embarrassment’ to UNTAG—“The 
administrator general’s proposal to appoint a commis- 
sion of inquiry in to the shooting by Kenyan soldiers at 
the Osona base should be conducted immediately,” 
remarks a page 4 editorial in Windhoek DIE REPUB- 
LIKEIN in Afrikaans on 13 December. “It would be 
highly unsatisfactory to accept only a UN Transition 
Assistance Group (UNTAG) report on this unpleasant 
incident.” The “time has also come for the Kenyan 
contingent to be sent back to where they came from. 
They were never a joy to Namibia and were only an 
embarrassment to UNTAG.” 


PAC Urges Whites To Surrender Power 


MB2012151389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1402 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 20 SAPA—The Pan-Africanist con- 
gress [PAC] of Azania not fighting south Africa to share 
power but to seize power, the organisation’s administra- 
tive secretary, Mr Joseph Mkhwanazi, said in Harare on 
Wednesday. 


He told ZIANA. Zimbabwe's news agency, that the 
whites in South Africa should surrender power and only 
then could modalities of accommodating them be 
worked out as well as the writing of a new constitution 
for the country. 


Mr Mkhwanazi said the cosmetic changes made by 
President F.W. de Klerk’s government in South Africa 
did not create an atmosphere for negotiations. 
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On progress in Namibia, he said the SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] win proved that 
forces of liberation triumphed over imperialism. 


Earlier, Mr Mkhwanazi delivered a message of solidarity to 
the inaugural ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] congress being held in Harare. 


Further on Remarks 


MB2012200189 Dakar PANA in English 1710 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare, 20 Dec, (ZIANA/PANA)—The Pan- 
Africanist Congress (PAC) of Azania (South Africa) is 
not fighting the Pretoria regime to share puwer but to 
seize power and the return of the usurped land, the 
Organisation’s administrative. secretary Joseph Mkh- 
wananzi said in Harare on Wednesday. 


He said that Pretoria should surrender power and only 
then could the modalities of writing a new constitution 
for the country, be worked out. 


He said the PAC was fighting for one man one vote and 
black majority rule in Azania. 


We are not fighting for sharing power, but for the seizure 
of power and the return of the usurped land, he said. 


Mkhwananzi, said the cosmetic changes made by the De 
Klerk government in South Africa did not create an 
atmosphere for negotiations. 


He said the PAC demanded that all the laws entrenching 
apartheid should be abolished and that Pretoria accepts 
the principle of one man one vote before any negotia- 
tions were undertaken. 


He deplored the rule of some exiles to South Africa in 
response to the cosmetic changes being made in that country 
saying these would end up collaborating with the enemy. 


He said the PAC refused to be put into a position of 
capitulation. 


On progress in Namibia, he said the SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] victory had proved 
that forces of liberation triumphed over imperialism. 


He hoped SWAPO would be magnanimous and involve all 
Namibians in the drafting of a national constitution which 
would serve the interests of the people of that country. 


Earlier, Mkhwananzi delivered a message of solidarity to 
the inaugural ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] Congress begin held in Harare. 


The PAC message underscored the unity between PF- 
ZAPU [Zimbabwe African People’s Union-Patriotic 
Front] and ZANU (PF), Zimbabwe's largest [words 
indistinct}, ance the organisation affirmed its stand to 
continue fighting against the [words indistinct] regime 
{words indistinct]. 
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ANC Says Mandela ‘Consulting’ With Leadership 


MB2112094589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The outlawed African National Congress [ANC] 
has given its mark of approval to Nelson Mandela’s talks 
with F.W. de Klerk. An ANC official condemned charges 
from certain quarters that Mandela is conducting the 
talks without consulting the ANC leadership. 


The ANC official in Lusaka has insisted Mandela is 
consulting with the national [word indistinct] move- 
ment. He criticized people who made the report (?amid) 
negotiations. He also said ANC veteran Govan Mbeki, 
who was recently granted a passport [words indistinct] 
travel abroad and [word indistinct] colleagues and 
[words indistinct] have received their passports. Some of 
the recently released prisoners have reapplied for pass- 
ports after earlier withdrawing their applications for a 
travel document. 


Minister Lifts Restrictions on UDF’s Cachalia 


MB2012161989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1609 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[By Lew Elias] 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—L wited Democratic 
Front [UDF] national treasurer and civil rights lawyer 
Azhar Cachalia has had the restriction order severely 
iimiting his activities lifted, he told SAPA on 
Wednesday. 


Mr Cachalia has been under restrictions of various types 
since February 1988. 


The minister of law and order, Adriaan Vlok, in a letter 
dated December 18, said the “amended restriction order” 
served on him on June 16, 1989, “has been lifted.” 


Mr Cachalia was first restricted in February 1988 when 
14 organisations were placed under such severe restric- 
tions they were said to have effectively been banned. 
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The organisations, including the UDF, were virtually 
limited to having an office and administering it. 


The restrictions on Mr Cachalia at the time prevented 
him from being involved in UDF activities, giving 
interviews to the press or in any way contributing to the 
preparation or publication of any article for use in South 
Africa or abroad. 


His restriction order was renewed in June 1988 and in 
June this year, he was served another order putting him 
under house arrest. The house arrest was revoked after i 
public outcry and representations from members of the 
legal firm for which he works. 


In Mr Vliok’s letter, Mr Cachalia was told: “The (June 
1989) restriction order was issued against you to elimi- 
nate the threat posed by you to the public, the mainte- 
nance of proper law and order and the termination of the 
state of emergency.” 


Commenting on the lifting of the order, Mr Cachalia told 
SAPA: “Firstly, I feel I and the UDF should never have 
been restricted. Apartheid is a threat to safety of public 
and not the UDF. 


“Now that the order has been lifted, I will continue to 
function as an activist of the UDF in the struggle to end 
white domination in South Africa.” 


Apart from the restriction orders, Mr Cachalia had for 
years had difficulty obtaining a passport. 


In June this year he was granted a temporary travel 
permit to allow him, as part of a UDF delegation, to 
travel to Washington and London for meetings with U.S. 
President George Bush and British Prime Minister Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher. 


He was refused a passport to attend a meting of Coin- 
monwealth foreign ministers in Canberra in September, 
but given a temporary travel permit to allow him to 
attend the anti-apartheid conference in Paris last month 
which had been organised by Mrs Danielle Mitterrand, 
the wife of the French president. 
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Angola 


Defense, Security Council Creates New Department 


MB21 12093489 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Luanda, 20 Dec (ANGOP)}—The Defense and 
Security Council [CDS] last Tuesday [19 December] 
approved a decree creating two new departments in the 
Interior Ministry. 


In its 12th ordinary session, the CDS created the depart- 
ments of general inspectorate and organization, informa- 
tion, and analysis. The general inspectorate department 
will detect violations of regulations in order to end 
irregularities that would affect the Interior Ministry's 
harmony and smooth operation. The department of 
Organization, information, and analysis will methodi- 
cally control and guide different organs of the Ministry. 


The CDS also created a national department charged 
with planning and implementation at central and local 
levels in the field of construction work, maintenance, 
and repair of vital physical structures that would house 
different offices. 


The CDS also decided to create an office that will look 
after citizens who want to return to the country, but 
whose cases do not fall under the framework of the policy 
of clemency and national harmony. 


What is more, the CDS decided to approve and submit 
to the People’s Assembly for ratification a number of 
protocols and cooperation agreements. They include the 
following: Health agreement signed between Angola and 
Nigeria, agreement signed at the sixth Angolan-Soviet 
joint commission session, economic cooperation agree- 
ment signed with Argentina, cooperation protocol signed 
between the Angolan Fisheries Ministry and Bulgarian 
“Rebno Stopnsto” Association, and debt rescheduling 
agreement with [words indistinct] the CDS proceedings 
were presided over by [words indistinct]. 


Zimbabwe 


‘Text’ of Mugabe 7 Dec State of Nation Address 


MB2012163089 Harare THE HERALD in English 
8 Dec 8° pp 8, 10 


(“Text” of Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe's 
second state of the nation address “to members of the 
Senate and the House of Assembly”, in Harare, on 7 
December] 


[Text] This year was a watershed in our history. 't 
witnessed an optimistic economic upturn which was 
matched by an equally remarkable and buoyant political 
climate. It was a year which .«rked the continued 
refinement of our Constitution and the onset of our first 
decade as a sovereign nation. 
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In a way, 1989 closed one chapter and opened anther in 
respect of our political and constitutional deve opment 
and the transformation of our socio-economic environ- 
ment. The state of the nation can be positively regarded 
as having grown from strength to strength. 


This is not to underplay the difficulties and setbacks we 
experienced. Yet, despite these, we have grown stronger 
and more determined to achieve our set goals and 
objectives. 


Our politica) fortunes which, as I reported last year, 
reached a landmark with the signing of the Unity accord 
between ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front] and PF-ZAPU [Zimbabwe 
African People’s Union-Patriotic Front] on December 
22 1987, were further enhanced as we reached the final 
Stages of integrating our political structures from grass- 
roots level upwards. The penultimate step in the integra- 
tion saw the convening of the youth and women’s 
conferences, respectively, from which the united party 
emerged with an enhanced sense of unity and cohesion. 


The National People’s Congress, now virtually upon us, 
will put the final seal on the whole intergration process 
and, from it, we shall emerge with a structure and 
leadership that will guide and direct the new party for the 
next five years. 


The peace and unity we now enjoy came because of the 
determination, patience, hard work and commitment on 
the part of most of us to improve the wellbeing of every 
Zimbabwean. Negotiations for unity between ZANU 
(PF) and PF-ZAPU started when we were liberation 
movements. We were conscious of the need for unity 
because we knew that our enemy fostered disunity and 
thrived on its existence. Although unity did not come 
soon after the attainment of independence, we never 
tired of seeking genuine unity among our people. 


We have always aspired for unity not as an end in itself, 
but an instrument for achieving progress. Today we are 
all proud to see the people of Zimbabwe united and 
working together as one. 


The process of amending the Lancaster House Constitu- 
tion, with a view to its eventually according with our 
national aspirations and outlook, continued in 1989. As 
Honourable Members are aware, recently the Constitu- 
tion of Zimvabwe (No. 9) Bill which, among other 
things, will abolish the Senate and provide for a single 
chamber Parliament of Zimbabwe of 150 members, was 
the subject of debate in both Houses of the present 
Parliament. 


This amendment, like all the previous ones, is in line 
with the position we, of the Patriotic Front, took during 
the Lancaster House negotiations in London 10 years 


ago. 
Our discipline and endurance which saw us through the 


Lancaster House Constitution era, has afforded us the 
opportunity to correct the legal aberrations that had been 
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bestowed on us by our colonisers. Our respect for justice, 
peace and equality gives credence to our claim for 
honesty and fair play in amending the Constitution. 


Our actions now to redress some of the major wrongs of 
the colonial era, for example in regard to the land 
question as well as other broader economic issues of 
concern, should therefore be read and understood in this 
context. The Lancaster House Agreement constrained 
the Government's intentions to undertake a vigorous 
land reform programme at Independence. The 
entrenched provisions of the Constitution dictated a 
marginal and peripheral approach based on the willing- 
buyer, willing-seller policy. 


The overall effect and, indeed, intention of these provi- 
sions was to frustrate any meaningful change to the land 
distribution pattern we inherited, thereby maintaining 
the injustices and inequities we fought against. 


A more dynamic ap»roach to the resettlement question 
has to be adopted to redress the imbalances in the 
inherited pattern of land distribution. The first step is, of 
course, the amendment of the Constitution in 1990, to 
give the Government more room to tackle the land 
problem more flexibly. 


The thrust of our land reform programme is to encourage 
and inspire greater productivity by our farming commu- 
nity. 


Land acquisition shall not, however, be vindictive, nor 
shall it be a wanton land-grabbing exercise but a progres- 
sive measure to enhance our development. The Govern- 
ment is cognisant of the fact that the under-utilisation of 
land does not exist only on commercial properties, but 
manifests itself in various other forms. Our land reform 
initiative shall, therefore, subject to scrutiny all cateyo- 
ries of land and shall be guided by the need to enhance 
national productivity by our farming community. 


Our communal farmers should move out of mere subsis- 
tence production into the cash economy and participate 
competitively in the lucrative export-orientated sector. 
The adwances made by our small-scale and peasant 
farmers in the production of maize and cotton from 10 
percen! before independence to 50 percent of national 
Output now, is a remarkable development. We should 
intensify efforts to improve productivity still further. 


This, of necessity, calls for a redefin tion of our tradi- 
tiona) claim to land as a heritage. Land must be regarded 
as a productive asset for enhancing our collective 
national wealth. A change in our thinking in this regard 
is called for. 


I now turn to the recent performance of our economy. In 
the past year, the economy grew by 5.3 percent which 
was a remarkable improvement from the -0.7 percent 
growth rate experienced in the previous year. Indeed, the 
improved growth rate was close to our target in the First 
Five-Year National Development Plan of 5 percent. This 
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was prompted by the good performance of the agricul- 
tural sector which grew by 23 percent, followed by 
electricity and water at 16.3 percent and services at 7 


percent. 


The manufacturing sector did not perform very well as it 
notched a growth rate of 4.6 percent while mining and 
construction did not perform as expected. The increase 
in Our exports over Our imports was reflected in the 
positive trade surplus over the period. The inflation rate 
was kept within bounds at 7.0 percent in 1988, down 
from 12 percent in the previous year, largely due to the 
price freeze effected in June 1987. The partial lifting of 
the price freeze in May 1988 has resulted in the gradual 
upward movement of inflationary pressures in the 
economy. 


The positive economic indicators for 1988 were marred 
by the low investment levels and the unemployment 
spiral. Various policy measures were !aken to stem these 
negative traits and move the economy forward. 


The pattern of Government spending over the period 
was in accordance with the policy guidelines we set 
ourselves in the past year to resuscitate the economy. 


Public expenditure fell well within the budgeted limits. 
In fact, there was a reduction of expenditure in real 
terms, reflecting a small saving of some $5 million on 
recurrent expenditure, while capital expenditure experi- 
enced a significant increase, which point towards the 
Government's emphasis for growth in the productive 
sector. 


The Budget deficit which grew from 10.2 percent in 1987 
to a peak of 11.3 percent in 1988/89 is envisaged to come 
down to 9 percent in the current year 1989/90. Our debt 
service ratio which had peaked at 33.3 percent in 1987 
came down to 24 percent early 1989 and is expected to 
fall to about 21 percent by 1990. 


These trends, which are in line with the targets in the 
First Five-Year National Development Plan and our 
revised annual targets, will assist in the recovery of the 
economy under favourable external conditions. 


The expansion of industrialised economies in 1988 by 4 
percent from 3.3 perceni stimulated the demand for our 
commodities while the buoyant metal prices resulted in 
improved earnings for our mineral exports. The external 
commodity markets have a direct impact on our fortunes 
on a year-to-year basis. 


The downturn in economic activity, occasioned by the 
vagaries of weather, however, continues to be a major 
impediment to sustained long-term growth and develop- 
men’. 


The poor performance of the agriculture sector in 1983, 
1985 and 1987 has demorstrated the vuinerability of our 
economy to weather conditions. To cor-ect the “start- 
stop” growth syndrome calls for the creation of a diver- 
sified economic base with the manufacturing sector 
playing a leading role. 


8 SOUTIIERN AFRICA 


Indeed, the movement from primary to tertiary pvoduc- 
tion is a positive index of development, leading to the 
expansion of the material and technical base and broad- 
ening the scope of specialisation as well as co-operation 
which yield relative self-reliance in the long term. 


The main constraint faced by our manufacturing sector 
has ‘seen the persistent shortage of foreign currency. 
Adrnittedly, some of our policies have been restrictive 
and hence failed to encourage or inspire significant new 
capital inflows. The decline in net investment has 
resalted in the poor performance of the economy in 
GDP terms and the spiral in unemployment levels. 


Our economic growth, which has averaged 3.8 percent 
since independence, barely matches our estimated pop- 
ulation growth rate of 2.9 percent nor the target of 8 
percent and 5 percent stipulated in the Transitional 
National Development Plan, respectively. 


The employment-creating capacity of the economy has 
remained far below the unemployment growth rate. This 
sad state of affairs is depicted by a growth in employ- 
ment which averaged 0.7 percent between 1982 and 
1987 as opposed to the planned target of 2.9 percent. The 
non-pioductive sectors have grown a! 3.8 percent instead 
of the planned 4.0 percent, while the productive sectors, 
which were planned to grow at 3.4 percent declined by 
0.3 percent annually. This perverse growth pattern is not 
congenial for the development of a sound economic base 
and cannot be allowed to continue. 


Other probiems facing the economy are related to trans- 
port bottlenecks. The low turn-around of the NRZ 
[National Railways of Zimbabwe] wagons in delivering 
goods, particularly the supply of coal to its users, slowed 
down economic activity quite significantly. This 
problem has been occasioned by a number of factors, 
including limitations of motive power and poor manage- 
ment. Work is now in progress to retool the NRZ in all 
respects and, indeed, the situation has already improved 
appreciably. 


The transport problem also affected our urban com- 
muters severely. As part of its effort to improve the 
situation the Government bought 51 percent of the share 
in ZUPCO [expansion not known], thereby conferring 
vested interest in the proper management of the com- 
pary and the enhancement of its capital base. Other 
measures taken to improve the public transport system 
include the procurement of more buses, including the 
articulated ones that now ply some of the busiest routes 
in Harare. These, and related measures, should see an 
alleviation in the urban bus shortages by 1990. 


Regrettably, 1989 was one of our worst disaster years in 
living memory, when consideration is taken of the casu- 
alty rate, loss of life and wrecked buses, involved in road 
accidents. Responsibility for this road carnage must 
ultimately laid at the door of the bus owners and their 
reckless drivers. 
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Admittedly, the situation has been worsened by the 
shortages of spares and tyres. My Government ha‘ taken 
measures to address the problem of spares ana tyres 
which, with stiffer penalties on bus owners and their 
drivers, should reduce the high toll on our roads. 


The Government has undertaken a number of policy 
measures for encouraging growth. The launching of the 
revised investment policy guidelines, including the set- 
ting up of the one-stop Investment Centre and the 
subsequent signing by us of the Multilateral Guarantee 
Agency (MIGA) were steps taken to encourage invest- 
ment in the economy. These and related decisions have 
been undertaken within a policy framework that aims at 
removing any impediments to sustained growth and 
development. 


The reform programme, adopted by the Government, 
also addresses the liberalisation of our trading regime in 
order to ease import restrictions by moving away from 
the quantitative control system to tariff based protec- 
tion. This policy measure aims to increase the avail- 
ability of imported inputs for production, and to induce 
greater competition within the economy in targeted 
sectors. 


Our intention, however, is not to move to a cc:npletely 
open trading regime overnight, given some of its nega- 
tive and unacceptable effects, such as the reduction in 
employment lev«is, importation of luxury goods or even 
junk, as well as 1 xe possibility of forcing strategic indus- 
tries to close down. 


Our liberalisation programme shall be phased and tar- 
geted at specific sectors and it will provide a time-scale 
for the adequate capitalisation of sectors and companies 
to enable those in a disadavantaged position to compete 
on an equal footing with their rivals. 


We will allow those weak sectors to have a fair chance of 
improving their operational bases to face up to the forces 
of competition. 


The economic reform programme inevitably entails, by 
nature, the adoption of other new policy measures such 
as free collective bargaining and reduced price ccntrols. 
Some of these measures are already on course and 


proceeding smoothly. 


The reduction of our Budget deficit in real terms in 1989 
to 9 percent of GDP, to seme $989 million, which is the 
lowest level achieved since 1983, further demonstrates 
our efforts to streamline our expenditure along the 
reform programme. The Government has been aware of 
the negative and deleterious effect of our high tax system 
on the economy. Should we stick to our planned targets, 
reducing public debt would result in a cutback in the 
demand for revenue in the form of higher taxes. 


In this current year, for instance, the removal of taxation 
on bonuses, within the given limits, is not only a recog- 
nition of the need to increase the purchasing power of 
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workers but also might, all being equal, constitute a small 
Start to a possible movement away from a high tax 
regime. 

On the world scene and in the field of international 
relations, Zimbabwe continues to play a progressively 
important role. We are active members of many regional 
and international forums concerned with socio- 
economic and political questions, such as the Front 
States, in SADCC [Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference], the PTA [Preferential Trade 
Area], the OAU, the NAM [Nonaligned Movement], the 
Commonwealth and the United Nations, to mention 
only some of them. 


This membership and active participation in interna- 
tional forums has not been without heavy demands on 
the country’s scarce financial and other resources, as was 
clearly demonstrated by our just ended three-year chair- 
manship of tne 101-member Non-Aligned Movement. 
As is also known, at the recent Kuala Lumpur meeting of 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government and States, 
Zimbabwe was unanimously elected to host the 1991 
summit meeting. 


Partly because we fully subscribe to the ideals, purposes 
and principles of the Commonwealth, as we also do to 
those of the Non-Aligned Movement and partly because 
we regard it as a great honour and recognition of our 
contribution that Commonwealth leaders should request 
us to assume such a responsibility, the Government of 
Zimbabwe humbly agreed to host the Commonwealth 
summit in Harare in 1991. 


I have not the slightest doubt that as always the Govern- 
ment and the entirety of our nation will happily and 
confidently rise to the occasion. 


During our NAM chairmanship, the movement made 
significant gains in reputation and stature and was thus 
recognised by both the two super-powers, as well as the 
economic North, as representing and articulating the 
concerns and aspirations of the nations ant 

nFces of the Third World. As chairman, Zimbabwe 
spoke with a representative voice on such major issues as 
world peace and security, regional conflicts, the injustice 
and unfairness of the present world economic order, the 
serious threats to the world environment, and other 
raatters of world concern. 


In the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement, the 
Commonwealth, the OAU and at other fora Zimbabwe 
and other Frontline States have continually focused 
attention upon the increasingly dangerous situation in 
South Africa and in our sub-region, the root cause of 
which is apartheid. 


We have urged the international community to exert 
more pressure, including comprehensive and mandatory 
sanctions, upon the apartheid Pretoria regime, as wel! as 
lending moral, political and material support to the 
struggling masses of that land. 
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Our role within the Frontline States, the OAU and 
especially as chairman of NAM, in ensuring that the 
United Nations fulfilled its moral and political respon- 
sibilities over Namibia is acclaimed world-wide and 
today Zimbabwe joins the people of Namibia and the 
progressive international community in celebrating 
SWAPO’s [South-West African Peopie’s Organization} 
victory in the recent pre-independence elections. 


It is our hope that Namibia will now proceed to inde- 
pendence without any contrived hindrances. 


As is also well-known, Zimbabwe continucs to be very 
closely involved in our region's ongoing quest for gen- 
uine and permanent peace. In this regard, we are one of 
the members of the peace group promoing peace pros- 
pects in Angola. Zimbabwe is also working with Kenya 
to promote the peace process in Mozambique. Our 
efforts in this regard are aimed towards the creation of 
peace, which will benefit the Angolan and the Mozamb- 
ican people, as well as all of us in this region. 


The establishment of peace in Mozambique, for 
instance, will immediately lead to the ending of Zimba- 
bwe’s joint military operations with Mozambique in 
defence of our vital routes to the seas aga nst sabotage 
perpetrated by the Renamo [Mozambique National 
Revistance] bandits. Tie military disengagement from 
Muzambique will enable us to redeploy personnel and 
material resources to other needy areas of our national 
endeavours. 


On the security situation, I wish to note with satisfaction 
the coutinuing state of calm in most parts of the country. 
We are, however, perturbed by the recurrent acts of 
murder, arson and harrassment of our people along the 
border areas with Mozambique. Steps continue to be 
taken by our forces to improve the situation. 


The performance of our forces in the past year has been 
highly commendable and exemplary. This high perfor- 
mance has been achieved regardless of problems facing 
the forces, such as shortage of barracks and disparities in 
salaries and grading which the Government is now 
addressing alongside other complaints that have been 
brought to the government's attention. 


Before I concicde. ii is befitting to highlight some events 
in the past year that have had a direct bearing on our 
future course. Headlines were made in the past year by 
the Sandura Commission which I set up to look into the 
distribution of motor vehicles. 


The misdemeanours ard acts of corruption that were 
revealed arose out of the vehicle shortage situation in the 
country. Efforts by my Government are now directed to 
increasing the supply of vehicles on the domestic market. 
This is the only way to eliminate totally the sorts of 
abuses we have experienced recently. 


The theme of unity, solidarity and peace, which reached 
great heights in 1988/89, should be emphasised even 
more in the coming year in the interest of our country's 
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siability and development. We must energetically work 
to consolidate the gains we achieved in the first decade of 
our independence and deepen the process of democracy 
in the political and economic spheres of our endeavours. 


Our programme for what will be our third general 
election is on course. All the requisite machinery to 
facilitate the organisation and administration of the 
elections. inciuding the Delimitation Commission, has 
been established and is fully operational. So also is our 
United party, ZANU (PF), which is fully prepared to 
meet whatever challenges the future holds. 


I can thus, Honourable Members, declare to you without 
fear of contradiction that the State of the Nation is sound 
and healthy. We face 1990, not with fear and foreboding, 
out with hope and with full confidence in the capacities 
and resourcefulness of our people to attain evenhigher 
levels of achievement than hitherto. 


Let us, therefore, marci: forward together on the road 
which we have chosen and which, despite any obstacles, 
leads to the prosperity, wellbeing and happiness of all 


our people. 
A Merry Christnas and 4 Happy New Year to you all! 
Thank you! 


Further Reportage on ZANU-PF Congress 


Shamuyarira Hails Democracy 
MB2012131389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1300 GMT 20 Dec 89 


jrext] Harare Dec 20 SAPA—The names of members 
elected to the Central Committee of Zimbabwe's United 
ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National Union (Patri- 
Otic Front)] will be announced on Friday [22 December], 
ZIANA NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY reports. 


According to the congress programme, party First Secre- 
tary and President Robert Mugabe will announce the 
members of the new Central Committee, the Politburo 
and the standing committees of the party before giving 
his closing address. 


The names submitted for vetting to the party presidency 
by the party’s 10 provinces remain a closely guarded 
secret. 


There is also expected to be some controversy on 
Thursday when congress debates the party's draft con- 
stitution in closed session. 


Disagreement is expected to centre around a proposal 
which would commit the party to working towards the 


establishment of a one-party state. 


Congress sources said some members of PF-ZAPU [Zim- 
babwe African People’s Union-Patriotic Front] and the 
old ZANU (PF) had strongly opposed the proposal. 
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The congress is the final act in the merging the old 
ZANU (PF) and PF-ZAPU in one party, the new ZANU 


(PF). 


No member of either party has openly expressed oppo- 
sition to the establishment of a one party state in 
Zimbabwe, but sources speculated there could be a 
heated debate behind closed doors. 


ZANU (PF) Co-secretary of Information Nathan Sha- 
muyarira told journalists on Wednesday that Zimbabwe 
had such fine democratic traditions that it was unthink- 
able that the party would become dictatorial. 


President Mugabe, he said, respected democracy and the 
party itself had highly developed 1is democratic values. 


It would appear that few people argue with the policy 
laid down in the draft constitution of Zimh > «| "ving 
to become socialist, guided by Marxist. «si: “inci- 
ples, but taking into due regard Zim os we » history, 
traditions and values. 


Shamuyarira said Zimbabwe cannot .< capitalist 


because it does not have the capital. 


Languages Pose Problems 


MB2012151589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1400 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 20 SAPA—Wednesday’s closed ses- 
sion of the first united ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] Congress in Harare was 
initially an open one, as the outside speakers, who relay 
what is said in the auditorium all over the conference 
centre, were left switched on, ZIANA NATIONAL 
NEWS AGENCY reports. 


When congress went into closed session, journalists 
could hear delegates arguing at the start about which 
language to use, as House of Assembly Speaker Didymus 
Mutasa made a speech in English. 


At one point President Robert Mugabe had to interven: 
and tell delegates that Mr Mutasa should be allowed to 
deliver his speech in Englisi, as there were some people 
present who were not conversant with either Shona or 
Ndebele. 


For the benefit of those delegates who could not under- 
stand English, a simultaneous translation of the speech 
into both vernacular ianguages was o-ganised. 


Later, it became ifficult to make out what was being 
said, after someone probably cut off the speakers, but 
occasional loud bursts of applause could be hearc. 


Chissano Reportedly Arrives 21 Dec 


MB2112073689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0720 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 21 SAPA—Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano arrived in Harare on Thursday 
morning [21 December] and is expected to deliver a 
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message of solidarity to the inaugural ZANU (PF) [Zim- 
babwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] congress 
being held in Zimbabwe’s capital. 


ZIANA, the national news agency, reports most invited 
dignitaries and guests delivered their messages of soli- 
darity on Tuesday and Wednesday but the Mozambican 
president was unable to attend the beginning of the 
congress as he was attending a meeting of Portuguese- 
speaking African countries in Cape Verde. 


ANC’s Mandela Sends Message 


MB2012121889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1203 GMT 20 Dec 89 


{Text} Harare Dec 20 SAPA—Jailed African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela has sent a message of 
solidarity to the United ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] congress which began 
in Harare on Tuesday, Zimbabwe’s news agency ZIANA 
reports. 


President Robert Mugabe said: “We...feel very grateful 
and delighted and very pleasantly surprised at this mes- 
sage from Mandela”. 


The congress should in turn resolve to send a message to 
Mr Mandela, he said, adding “he needs our solidarity 
more than we need his”. 


Mr Mugabe said the resolution should express solidarity 
with the people of South Africa, but be aimed more 
specifically at Mr Mandela, expressing the hope that he 
would be released soon. 
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Angolan Delegate Speaks 


MB2012204389 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1915 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare, 20 Dec (ANGOP)}—Angola expressed its 
pleasure over Zimbabwe’s successful unification of 
ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic 
Front] and ZAPU-PF [Zimbabwe African People’s 
Union-Patriotic Front}. 


Pascoal Luvualu, Angolan delegate to ZANU-PF’s first 
national congress, made the statement in a solidarity 
speech delivered during the opening session, in Harare, 
on 19 December. 


Luvualu stressed the unification of the two political 
Organizations allows for the establishment of national 
unity in the country and for a stronger party to lead the 
nation better. 


Luvualu said the unification “amounts to unequivocal 
proof of the maturity acquired by the Zimbabwean 
people throughout the struggle of national liberation.” 
He described the unification as an important step in 
solving pressing socioeconomic and political problems. 


He also pointed out that the “Frontline States” are 
anxiously awaiting the declaration of Namibia’s inde- 
pendence, which will end the Pretoria regime’s 70 years 
of illegal occupation. 


Luvualu also evoked the courage and dedication shown 
by Angola and Zimbabwe, as well as the sacrifices they 
endured, to fulfill UN Resolution 435/78. He stressed 
the role played by Zimbabwe in the search to solve the 
Angolan question peacefully. 


The congress, attended by 24 invited countries and 2 
South African liberation movements, began on 19 
December and will end 22 December. 


The unity accord between ZANU-PF and ZAPU-PF was 
signed by Robert Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo on 22 
December 1987. 


The two leaders led the armed struggle against the 
Rhodesian minority regime. 
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Ghana 


Radio Commentary on U.S. ‘Aggression’ in Panama 
AB2012152289 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[David Anaglatey commentary] 


[Text] The attack by U.S. forces on the small Latin Amer- 
ican state of Panama comes as no big surprise. Indeed, the 
surprise rather is that it did not come earlier, given the 
pressures in the United States on President George Bush to 
overthrow the Government of Panama, in which General 
Noriega plays an influential part. The fact of the matter is 
that the United States does not want to see a progressive 
revolutionary regime in what it considers its backyard. This 
is what explains the U.S. invasion 6 years ago of propressive 
but tiny Grenada, led by Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
who had himself been murdered by Bernard Coard shortly 
before the U.S. invasion. 


Then as now, one of the reasons given by the U.S. 
Administration then under President Reagan, was that 
the the U.S. intervention was necessary to save Amer- 
ican lives. There were some American students in the 
Georgetown University Medical School at the time and 
everybody knew that their lives were never in any 
danger. Apart from the fact that the Reagan administra- 
tion must have made plans all along to topple the Bishop 
government and replace it with its puppets, the unnec- 
essary coup led by Bernard Coard played into U.S. 
hands, so that when the U.S. invasion came, the people 
of Grenada were confused. 


Fortunately, unlike the people of Grenada 6 years ago, 
the patriotic citizens of Panama are in no such confu- 
sion. Latest reports say they are valiantly resisting the 
U.S. aggression against their country and that the U.S. 
troops so far failed to kill or apprehend Gen Noriega. 


But there are other points of similarity between the U.S. 
action in Grenada and Panama. In 1983, the United 
States struck in Grenada to save its political image at 
home following the killing of 270 U.S. servicemen in 
Beirut in that suicide car-bomb attack in October. The 
United States saw itself as having been defeated, and to 
restore its self-esteem, it launched the Grenada invasion 
in that very week to placate the conservative lobby at 
home, the military industrial complex, which courts all 
the political (?shots) in Western capitalist society. 


Exactly the same motivation explains the current inva- 
sion of Panama. It will be recalled that the United States 
has always felt uneasy with General Noriega in control of 
Panama, where troops protect the famous Panama Canal 
leased to the United States in 1904, but due to return to 
Panamanian control by 1999 under an agreement signed 
11 years ago. Political analysts believe that the United 
States is unhappy about relinquishing its control over the 
Canal and would, therefore, like the agreement to be 
amended so that it can retain control beyond 1999. 
Alternatively, it is said that the United States is unhappy 
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about the determination of Panama under Noriega to 
implement the agreement to the letter and would, there- 
fore, prefer a more pliable regime which will do Amer- 
ica’s bidding on this matter. 


This is the simple explanation of the U.S. attitude. All 
the talk about Noriega being a drug baron wanted for 
trial in the United States is all an afterthought. It is just 
a pretext to get rid of the man. The United States also 
talks of the rigging of the last elections in Panama. When 
did the United States become such a champion of 
democracy as to seek to overthrow a dictatorship.? If the 
United States cares so much for democracy, let it first 
overthrow the racist South African regime, where 24 
million blacks have no votes in a country of 28 million 
people. [figures as heard] 


The similarity with Grenada, referred to earlier, is this: That 
President Bush has chosen this moment to invade Panama 
because, like his predecessor, President Reagan in 1983, he 
is under attack in Congress for appearing to be soft towards 
China. Lets (?note) that President Bush was severely criti- 
cized by the hawks in Congress and American society for not 
ordering U.S. troops in Panama to intervene on the side of 
the recent coup attempt against Noriega. It is also to be 
noted that, as the United States did in Grenada 6 years ago, 
they had quickly attempted to install what they call a 
democratic government to give their criminal invasion the 
semblance of legality. 


All that can be said now is that the thoughts and goodwill 
of all truly democratic and progressive peoples 
throughout the world are today with the people of 
Panama as they fight to throw the invaders out. It is also 
important to ask that all this is happening partly because 
President Gorbachev has abandoned the correct Leninist 
principle of protectorate internationalism, that is, the 
principle of Soviet support for all progressive nations 
fighting for true democracy. 


Bent on (?winning) approval from leaders like Margaret 
Thatcher and George Bush, the USSR has cut back on its 
support for liberation movements like the ANC [African 
National Congress] of South Africa and for countries like 
Cuba, Nicaragua, and Panama. So the invasions of Third 
World progressive countries like Panama will now be 
frequent and regular because the NATO imperialist 
circles know that unlike the past, the Soviet superpower 
will not raise a finger in our defense. However, all this is 
well and good, since it will teach us that self-defense is 
forever still the best defense. 


Niger 


‘First’ Cabinet of Second Republic Named 


AB2012131289 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1225 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Statement on the composition of the first cabinet of the 
Second Republic of Niger issued in Niamey on 20 
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December; read by Adamou Saidou, permanent secre- 
tary of the government—recorded] 


[Text] Brigadier General Ali Saibou, president of the 
republic and head of state, today formed the first gov- 
ernment of the Sccond Republic. This government is 
made up of 20 min. sters and 2 secretaries of state. It is 
composed as follow 


President of the Republic, Minister of National Defense: 

Brigadier General Ali Saibou 

Minister of Interior: Amadou Madougou 

Minister of Social and Women’s Affairs: Mrs Aissata 

Moumouni 

Minister of Youth, Sports, and Culture: Captain 

Abdourahamane Saidou 

_— of Agriculture and Animal Breeding: Moussa 
ley 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation: Maha- 

mane Sani Bako 

Minister of Public Health: Lieutenant Colonel Ousmane 

Gazere 

Minister of Communication: Major Issa Amsa 

Minister of Equipment: Major Issaka Ousmane 

Minister of Transport and Tourism: Captain Hamadou 

Moussa Gros 

Minister of Mines and Energy: Adamou Souna 

Minister of Finance: Wassalke Boukary 

Minister of Plans: Ali Moustapha Soumaila 

Minister of Higher Education, Research and Tech- 

nology: Prof Hamidou Sekou 

Minister of Economic Promotion: Abdou Insa 

Minister of Water Resources and Environment: Karadji 

Ayarga 

Minister Delegate to the Presidency in charge of Admin- 

istrative Reforms: Mahamane Boukary 

Minister of Justice, Keeper of the Seals: Ali Bandiere 

Minister of National Education: Mamadou Dagra 

Minister of Civil Service and Labor: Khamed Abdoulaye 

Secretary of State to the Minister of Agriculture and 

Animal Breeding in charge of Cooperative Develop- 

ment: Douramane Moussa 

Secretary of State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation in charge of cooperation: Issaka Djambala 


The president of the republic also signed several decrees 
appointing the following persons: Mamadou Malam 
Awami has been appointed president of the Supreme 
Court; Soli Abdourahamane has been appointed sollic- 
itor general of the Supreme Court; [former OAU Secre- 
tary General] Ide Oumarou has been appointed minister 
of state and adviser at the presidency; Amadou Fiti 
Maiga has been appointed official in charge of special 
duties at the presidency with the rank of a minister; 
Amadou Mamadou has been appointed high commis- 
sioner for the Kandaji Dam project at the Ministry of 
Water Resources and Environment with the rank of 
minister; and, finally, Adamou Saidou has been 
appointed secretary general of the government in charge 
of relations with other institutions, with ministerial rank 
and prerogatives. 


Further on Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB2012185889 Paris AFP in French 1526 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Text] Niamey, 20 Dec (AFP)}—General Ali Saibou, the 
Niger head of state, today reshuffled his cabinet and 
abolished the post of Prime Minister, held in the pre- 
vious cabinet by Mahamane Oumarou, it was disclosed 
by an official source in Niamey. On the other hand, Mr 
Ide Oumarou, the former OAU secretary general, 
becomes minister of state advisor at the Presidency, 
according to a communique issued by the general secre- 
tariat of the government. This appointment was not on 
the official list of the new cabinet. The government 
includes five newcomers: Captain Abdourahamane 
Saidou (Youth, Sports, and Culture), Moussa Saley 
(Agriculture and Animal Husbandry), Ali Bandiere (Jus- 
tice), Mamadou Dagra (National Education), and 
Khamed Abdoulaye (Civil Service and Labor). 


The government includes six military men (against five 
in the former cabinet) and 16 civilians (against 24) with 
one woman (unchanged). 


General Saibou gave the Ministry of Interior to a 
civilian, Amadou Madougou, who was minister of public 
service and labor. The portfolios of the ministries of 
foreign affairs and finance (Mahamane Sani Bako and 
Wassalke Boukari) remain unchanged. 


Senegal 


*PDS Scorns ‘Impoverishing’ Economic Policy 


34190011B Dakar WAL FADJRI 
in French 1 Sep 89 p 11 


[Article by M Dessoh; first paragraph is WAL FADJRI 
introduction] 


[Text] A wait-and-see attitude on the part of cadre is 
reprehensible. In our country, impoverished but by no 
means destitute, we can find a way to accept the chal- 
lenge, according to the PDS [Senegalese Democratic 
Party]. 


As politicians, our mission is not to find technical 
solutions for all our problems—we have never claimed 
that roie—but instead to create the conditions that 
enable all citizens to develop themselves and contribute 
the strength of their abilities to the building up of the 
country (...) Yet in our opinion, there are two categories 
of citizens: those who think the difficulties are insur- 
mountable and resign themselves fatalistically, and those 
who, in contrast, decide they must commit themselves to 
an ideal and to realizable objectives and then arm 
themselves with the determination to move from what is 
to what should be... In other words, the moral courage to 
accept the challenge.“ So says Mr Abdoulaye Wade, 
secretary general of the PDS. He spoke 26 August at the 
Independence Hotel at the conference organized by his 
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party on the theme: Senegal Among the Poorest of the 
Poor. Can the Managerial Class Accept the Challenge?“ 


His targets, whether militants of the PDS or other 
parties, or “unaffiliated,” were out in number at the 
meeting. They were probably not disappointed by what 
they heard from Mr Alioune Badara Cisse, president ot 
the PDS Commission on Foreign Affairs. 


First, Mr Cisse clarified the meaning of poverty: a 
country is considered poor if its per capita income is 
under $300. This is a definition worked out by econo- 
mists, of course. Where does Senegal fall in this unest- 
eemed category? During its 29 years of independence, 
noted the speaker, the balance of payments has run a 
chronic deficit. 


Because of bad economic decisions, the country is highly 
dependent on outsiders, to the point that yearly imports 
greatly exceed exports. At the same time, conversely, 
public expenditures far outdistance revenues. While seen 
as the most “aided” country in Africa aside from those 
suffering from catastrophies (war and other calamities), 
Senegal sinks deeper into this mire each year. It always 
needs loans, resulting in heavy indebtedness—the figure 
we hear is 1,000 billion CFA francs—outstripping our 
ability to repay. Worse, we are sinking deeper into debt 
not to boost production and create jobs but to turn the 
wheels of government. 


This state of affairs led Mr Cisse to affirm that Senegal, 
properly speaking, is not a poor country but rather an 
impoverished country. Impoverished by the diversion >f 
public monies and bad management of financial, min- 
eral, and human resources. As a result, today the country 
faces innumerable difficulties, or, seen in another light, 
challenges. Let us name them one more time to get a grip 
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on them. According to Mr Cisse, three types of chal- 
lenges clamor for Senegal’s attention: economic, polit- 
ical, and social. All are intertwined dialectically as well. 


The speaker traces the economic problems back to 1979. 
That was the year Abdou Diouf, then prime minister, 
presented his structural adjustment program. That program, 
for the years 1980-85, was supposed to reform the economic 
situation. At the end of the period, however, results did not 
measure up to expectations. According to Mr Cisse, the 
program should have been reevaluated at that time. Instead, 
it was only extended for the 1985-92 period, and at the 
midpoint, the results are still disheartening. 


He sees this as a predictable failure because of two basic 
tenets of adjustment: state disengagement and layoffs. 
Failure was even more certain in that no safety net was 
planned for those laid off and nothing was done to entice 
private funds to take up the slack from the state. On top 
of that, a slump in civil-service hiring compounds our 
losses because management, trained at great expense, 
finds no jobs. Not to mention third-party bank loans 
with no assurance of repayment, another low blow to an 
already sinking economy. 


Politically, the situation is no better. Here Mr Cisse 
mentioned among other things the lack of respect for the 
principle of separation of powers, our diplomatic weak- 
ness, and the lack of standing for the opposition. It has 
no voice, neither small nor loud, in the running of the 
country’s affairs. All of this adds up, according to the 
speaker, to doubts about institutional legitimacy. If you 
add to all this the social considerations of the crisis in the 
socio-educational system, the absence of an adequate 
health policy, and the degradation of morals, you will 
understand the bitterness of the militants waving the 
“Sopi” [change] banner. In their eyes, wait and see at a 
time like this is reprehensible. The situation cries out for 
the involvement of all cadres. Not just in the political 
parties but wherever they work to change the order of 
things and accept the challenges. 
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